
SUBJECT: general— Operational/ZIPPER 


SPECIFIC— TOKoWConnectior/ -Vilhelm ^HOETTL - Curt L. PONGER . 

1. Herewith primarily for the record a photocopy of the. report (and 
rough translation thereof) prepared for ZIPPER by Dr.- Vilhelm HOETTL, en- 
titled "My Acquaintance' with Curt POKGER" . HGSTTL wrote this shortly after 
he heard of the arrest of PONGER ant VER3ER, and after he briefly discussed 
the case with V-lbliOO' (UAO, his contact to ZIPPJR. The report was actually 
written on the advice of UA'. From HOETTL' s correspondence, we know that he 
regarded this method of putting himself on. record to he very clever, as he 
stipulated that the report was to be used internally only (meaning Germain 
staff), but he could .(and did. during interrogation) claim he had reported 

to the U.S. organization with which he was in contact. HOETTL thereby es- 
tablished his "Rueckenaeckung" , but had no intention of volunteering his know- 
ledge of the case, which certainly could have been helpful; rather, as he 
stated in letters to his closest associate, Baron Harry HAST, he fully intended 
to say nothing unless the Americans' knew he was involved in the case, and then 
only when they approached him. 

2. It will be noted, as pointed out in other reports, that this report 
is very similar to. the one prepared by H0ET1L for CIC Agent Rolf RINGER, with 
the. exception that HOEITL indulges rather freely in oblique attacks on other 
'ZIPPERites in his report to ZIPPER, to deflect attention from himself. 


3. A carbon copy of this report was found among the papers confiscated 
on HCETTL's arrest, so SALZBURG/VIENIIA are already provided with copies of 
this document; this base also made the information in the report available 
to _^3 £° r interrogation of HOETTL. 
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